Methicillinresistant Staphylococcus aureus, Pakistan, 1996 Pakistan, -2003 To the Editor: This letter is written in response to the article titled "Co-trimoxazole-sensitive, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, Israel, 1988-1997" (1) . We found the authors' findings most interesting. As the authors pointed out, methicillinresistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infections have become a major problem worldwide. The problem is not restricted to industrialized countries. The last decade has seen an alarming increase in MRSA infections in Pakistani hospitals (2 
Borrelia valaisiana in Cerebrospinal Fluid
To the Editor: Lyme borreliosis is the most common tickborne human disease in the Northern Hemisphere. The incidence of the disease is not the same throughout Europe; in southern Europe, the incidence ranges from 43% in Croatia to 1.1% in Greece. Suspected borreliosis cases have been reported in Greece, none were confirmed. Ixodes ricinus, the principal tick vector of Borrelia burgdorferi in Europe, is found in northern Greece. A low prevalence of B. burgdorferi antibodies was found in healthy persons in Greece (1,2); a frequency of 7.3% was found in arthritis patients (1), while a frequency of 16.9% was found in patients with neurologic disorders (E. Diza, unpub. data).
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) has been used to detect B. burgdorferi DNA in humans and to determine genospecies (3) DNA was extracted from CSF, and a region of the chromosomal flagellin gene of B. burgdorferi was amplified by nested PCR (3). B. afzelii (VS461) DNA was used as a positive control. All precautions were taken to avoid contamination. The amplified PCR product was sequenced, and the sequence (Th1) was deposited in GenBank with the accession no. AY270021. Phylogenetic analysis showed that strain Th1 was clustering with strains belonging to B. valaisiana genomic group. Specifically, a nucleotide difference
